
Financial Aid on Semester at Sea





Semester at Sea Overview

• Nonprofit 501(c)3: Institute of Shipboard Education (ISE)

• Academic Partner: Colorado State University

• Cross-cultural comparative program

• Visit 10+ countries each Fall and Spring Semester

• Spend ~5-7 days in each location

• Take 12-15 credits from ~70 course offerings

• 60 Years - Over 73,000 alumni from 1,700 institutions 



CCC Students on SAS

Since Fall 2022…
• 5 from San Diego Mesa 

• 4 from Moorpark 

• 3 from San Diego Miramar, Saddleback, 
Palomar, & Orange Coast

• 2 from Southwestern, Santiago, Santa Monta, 
Santa Barbara, Pasadena, and College of the 
Canyons

• 1 from 19 other California Community Colleges



Semester at Sea as Provider 

• Colorado State University as Academic Partner

• Affiliations with institutions, unofficial partnerships, or 
students sail independently

• Included in Affiliation:

• Courses transfer as resident/transfer credit

• Direct Bill vs pay independently

• Financial incentive for students at institution

• Acts as global consortium



Student Program Fees & Cost of 
Attendance

What’s Included?

• Tuition—up to 15 credits

• Housing (price varies by cabin category)

• Travel to multiple countries

• All meals aboard the ship

• All academically required field courses

• Premium travel health insurance

• Advisement & assistance by full-time, on-site 
residential & student services staff

• Fuel fee



How does a student use financial 
aid for SAS?

It depends on if and how the home institution works with SAS. 

● Home school aid transfers
○ Direct bill

○ FAN/Consortium Agreement

● Home school will not transfer aid
○ Consortium Agreement

○ Leave of Absence (LOA)

○ Private Loans only (GAP & Postgraduate)

● ISE Payment Plan

● 529 Plan/ VA Benefits

● ISE Scholarships



Direct Bill

An agreement with ISE and the home institution. Billing options are as follows:

● Tuition Only

● Tuition,  Room & Board

● Full Bill (Tuition, Room & Board, Fuel Fee)

For some institutions, we reduce the SAS scholarship amounts and for others we do 

not, the student receives a shipboard credit.



Consortium Agreement & FAN

If the Home school will transfer financial aid, the school may or may not request the 

consortium agreement. The home school will complete the FAN (financial aid 

notification form) so that I may defer the home school aid for the student. The FAN 

usually includes the following aid:

● Federal Pell Grant

● Federal Subsidized Loans

● Federal Unsubsidized Loans

● Federal PLUS Loans

● Private Loan

● Institutional Aid (Only in some cases)



LOA & Impact on Students

If a student is required to take a Leave of Absence (LOA), the student will only be 

eligible for a private student loan through a lender that does not require the student 

to be considered a matriculating student.  This loan would be certified through CSU as  

a guest student. The student may also be able to utilize outside scholarships. 



SAS Payment Plan

ISE offers an interest free payment plan to students. The way the plan works is that 

finance will split the payments for the number of months up to embarkation.

The SAS payment plan can utilized with other methods of payment, like aid 

transferring, private loans, or 529.

The ISE Finance Team are in charge of the payment plans. 



529 Savings Plan & VA Benefits

529 College Saving Plan

● A tax-advantage investment plan that helps families save for a beneficiary’s education expenses. 

● The 529 provider pay ISE directly, the parent, or may require the payment to be made to a Title IV institution. 

● ISE never discusses the tax implications or benefits of the 529 plans. 

Veterans Benefits

● SAS is categorized by the VA as a faculty-led program at Colorado State University. 

● Benefits are  calculated based on the cost of CSU (not SAS) tuition per credit. 

● Last year, students approved for all four courses to transfer back to their major received ~$7,600 in  Benefits 
towards their program fees. 

● Required to have a parent letter from their home institution sent directly to CSU. 

● Postgraduate students and GAP students are unable to utilize VA Benefits. 



Scholarships

• Semester at Sea Scholarships and Grants

o Need & Merit-Based Grants (up to $13,000)

o Student Assistant Grants

o Pell Grant Matches

o Alumni Support 

o Minority & Hispanic Serving Institution 

o Inclusive Engagement 

o International Student Advancement Award

o Tung Legacy

o CY Tung & Tutu Ubuntu

• Study Abroad Scholarships

• Outside Funding - Scholarships (Ex: Benjamin A Gilman), 
Sponsorships, Fundraising



Scholarship 
Examples



a Consortium Example



FAN 
Example




